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Scenes of Subjection examines the forms of domination that usually go undetected; in particular, the
encroachments of power that take place through notions of humanity, enjoyment, protection, rights, and
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Her first book, Scenes of Subjection: Terror, Slavery, and Self-Making in Nineteenth-Century America is an
examination of, among other topics, the intersection of slavery, gender, and the development of
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texts, slave and other narratives, and historical song and danceâ€”Hartman explores the precarious
institution of slave power.
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